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On Sept. 1, Judge Roberto Marquevich ordered the detention of two managers of the Alba paint
company, and issued a search warrant for the company's proprietor. The three are held responsible
for dumping arsenic, lead and chrome into the Reconquista River which runs through 14 districts of
Greater Buenos Aires. Marquevich had previously imposed fines of between US$250,000 and US$50
million on eight executives of chemical and refrigeration companies for "propagating dangerous and
contagious diseases" by dumping waste into the river. None of the companies has waste treatment
plants. In the last week of August, however, an appeals court overturned a decision by the judge to
hold the eight in preventive custody on grounds of "insufficient" evidence. The court ruled that "the
extraction of samples and tests conducted have no scientific rigor," and that the extent to which the
companies contributed to the general state of the already polluted river had not been established.
According to recent study results published in the Sept. 1 issue of daily newspaper El Clarin (Buenos
Aires), 7,500 companies empty waste into the Reconquista. The waste dumped into the Reconquista,
in turn, is responsible for a third of the pollution of the Plata River. The oxygen level in Reconquista
waters should be between seven and 7.5 milligrams per litre. Tests indicate the level is a mere 3.5
milligrams in the cleanest areas of the river, while other parts of the waterway contain no oxygen
and no longer sustain fish and plant life. Several studies by non-governmental organizations show
high concentrations of lead, chromium, phenol, detergents and sulphur throughout the Reconquista.
People living along the river banks complain constantly about the nauseating stench given off by
animal and fish corpses floating in the river. (Source: Inter Press Service, 09/01/92)
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